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ABSTRACT Niuhuang ( calculus bovis) -containing Chinese patent medicines have a long history of application and
are widely used in the treatment of febrile diseases with coma, convulsions, and epilepsy. Master of traditional Chinese
medicine Jin Shiyuan attaches great importance to the prescription rules and efficacy characteristics of Niuhuang-
containing Chinese patent medicines and has systematically expounded his experience in medication use to his
disciples. By sorting out the sources, prescriptions, efficacy and clinical applications of 96 kinds of Niuhuang-
containing Chinese patent medicines, this paper summarizes them into five categories: clearing heat and removing
toxicity, inducing resuscitation and refreshing consciousness, resolving phlegm and relieving cough, clearing the liver
and calming the liver, and reducing swelling and resolving masses. Based on the lecture notes of Master Jin Shiyuan,
this paper explores the experience in the rational use of these five categories of Chinese patent medicines and the ideas
of clinical pharmacy. Niuhuang-containing Chinese patent medicines have significant curative effects in clearing heat
and removing toxicity, inducing resuscitation and refreshing consciousness. The clinical application must strictly follow
the principle of syndrome differentiation and treatment, with emphasis on the pertinence, accuracy and timeliness of
drugs to ensure safe and effective medication.
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